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PRESENT: Councillor S Gwinn-Freemantle Chairman 
 Councillor R Samra Vice-Chairman  

 
 Councillor J Davenport Councillor M Docker 
 Councillor P Groves 

Councillor K Nord 
Councillor M Malbon  
 
 

APOLOGIES:   Councillors S Clough and J Hillman 
 
IN ATTENDANCE:  Borough Councillor A Martin  
    Mark Cotton   Crime Reduction Adviser 
    PCSO Nick Jarvis 
    Mr B Hindhaugh  Bob Hindhaugh Consultants Ltd 
    Mr S Boone   Bob Hindhaugh Consultants Ltd 
 
 
 
142    DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 
 

 Members were invited to make any declarations of interest in any item of business on the 
agenda.  No declarations were made.  

 

143 MINUTES 
 

 RESOLVED: That the Minutes of the Meeting held on 3 October 2013 be approved as a 
correct record.  
 

144 POLICE MATTERS 
 

144.1 Mark Cotton, Crime Reduction Adviser, was in attendance and outlined his role which 
included examination of planning applications to review the implications in respect of the 
Crime and Disorder Act and to offer advice on designing-out potential problems.  
 

It was agreed that he meet with the Clerk on 12 November 2013 following which he would 
report his findings to the Parish Council.  
 
144.2    PCSO Nick Jarvis reported on criminal activity within the parish.  

 
145 PUBLIC QUESTION TIME 
 

 Members of the public were able to ask questions or make a statement, in accordance with 
Standing Orders.  There were no questions from members of the public.  
 

146 CO-OPTION  
 

The casual vacancy had been advertised in the newsletter.  Candidates had been invited to 
attend the meeting as observers.  The Parish Council would co-opt to the vacancy at the 
December meeting.  
 

Although two candidates had expressed interest, one had subsequently withdrawn his 
candidature and there was now only one candidate, namely Matthew Theobald, who was in 
attendance as an observer.  

 
147 CHESHIRE EAST BOROUGH COUNCILLORS 
 

 Borough Councillors A Martin and P Groves reported on Cheshire East matters of interest 
including the further consultations on the Local Plan.  The deadline date for comment was 16 
December 2013.  (The documents had not yet been received.) 
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148 PUBLIC INQUIRY – MULLER HOMES  
 PLANNING APPLICATIONS NOS. 13/4384N AND 13/4390N 
 

 These two agenda items were dealt with at the same time.  
 

 It was reported that the date of the Public Inquiry had not yet been notified. The Planning 
Inspectorate was now dealing with appeals in receipt-order but indications were that it would 
not be held before February 2014.   

 

 As part of the discussion, Members also considered the re-submitted planning applications by 
Muller Homes: No. 134384N (Full Planning: Land off Peter de Stapleigh Way, Nantwich. New 
highway access road, including footways and cycleway and associated works (Resubmission 
of 12/3746N) and No. 13/4390N (Land off Audlem Road/Broad Lane, Stapeley. Outline 
application for residential development up to a maximum of 189 dwellings; local centre (Class 
A1 to A5 inclusive and D1) with maximum floor area of 1800 sq.m GIA; primary school; public 
open space including new village green, children’s play area and allotments; green infra-
structure including ecological areas; new vehicle and pedestrian site access points and 
associated works. (Resubmission of 12/3747N) ) 

 

 The Parish Council was invited to – 
 

i. Consider if a parish councillor should be appointed to speak at the Public Inquiry. 
 

ii. Consider if a specialist solicitor should be appointed to act as advocate on behalf 
of the Parish Council. The original view (13 June 2013) was that this should be a 
barrister. However, a solicitor must instruct the barrister and that would add to 
the costs; moreover, if the Inquiry was protracted, it was understood that a 
barrister would cease to continue to attend when the allocated fund was 
exhausted, whereas negotiations on fees could be undertaken in advance with a 
specialist solicitor. (Borough Councillor Andrew Martin advised that barristers did 
not operate in this manner and if a barrister were appointed he/she would be 
committed to attending the Public Inquiry and would attend throughout the 
process.) 

 

The Clerk had contacted four legal practices. The Head of Planning at one of 
these had indicated that the charge for a specialist would be £1,200 a day; for a 
three-day Inquiry this would be £3,600. In addition, there would be preparation 
time, considering proofs and devising cross-examination points. This would 
depend on the amount of material produced, but could be in the order of £1,500 
plus VAT.  
 

A barrister would charge £4,500 for the brief and there would be other costs such 
as £1,250 for each refresher day (ie attendance at the Inquiry after day one).  
 

Members’ attention was drawn to Minute No. 67 (xii) where the Parish Council 
had reserved its position to enable its decision to be reviewed, if necessary, 
following a meeting with Cheshire East Council Planning Officers. Borough 
Councillor Groves had discussed this matter informally with CEC Officers (Legal 
and Planning) both of whom had suggested that a specialist solicitor would be 
appropriate.  

  

RESOLVED: (a) That the Parish Council be represented at the Public Inquiry by a parish 
councillor (in addition to Mr Bob Hindhaugh as the expert witness); 
 

(b) That Councillor Keith Nord be appointed as the Parish Council’s representative;  
 

(c) That no decision be taken on whether a specialist solicitor or barrister should be appointed 
as advocate;  
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(d) That, as the planning applications were available at the meeting, Mr Hindhaugh be 
authorised to review them and offer advice at a specially-convened meeting of the Parish 
Council;  
 

(e) That the Clerk ask CEC for an extension to the deadline date for comments to enable the 
Parish Council to consider Mr Hindhaugh’s report;  
 
(f) That Mr Hindhaugh be asked to submit a quotation for this additional work; and 
 
(g) That a provisional date of 18 November be reserved for an extra-ordinary meeting of the 
Parish Council;  
 

(Note: Mr Hindhaugh and Mr Boone withdrew from the meeting at this point in the 
proceedings.) 
  

149 COMMUNITY HALL 
 

 149.1 Nantwich Town Council  
   

 Members recalled that a provisional figure for Civic Hall staff to manage some aspects of the 
hall had been agreed at Officer level (ie negotiated between the Parish Clerk and the Town 
Clerk). This figure had been considered by the Nantwich Town Council (NTC) Finance 
Committee which had resolved to reject it and substituted an annual fee of £5,000.  
 

The Parish Council was invited to consider if it was willing to accept the Nantwich Town 
Council fee of £5,000 to assist in operating the hall.  At present, this was a recommendation 
from the NTC Finance Committee and had yet to be considered by full Council. 
 

RESOLVED: That Nantwich Town Council be advised that the Parish Council accepted the 
fee of £5,000 for its assistance with operation of the community hall. 
 
149.2 New Lease 
 

This item was to be considered in the event of the Parish Council not accepting Nantwich 
Town Council’s fee offer of £5,000 for operation of the community hall. In view of the 
resolution in Minute No. 149.1 above, this item was, therefore, withdrawn from the agenda. 
 
149.3 Community Hall Booking – 23 November 2013 
 

 There was a booking at the Community Hall on 23 November. The Clerk had issued an e-mail 
seeking a volunteer to open and close for the event.  
 

Councillors Docker and Nord agreed to arrange between them the opening and closing of the 
hall on 23 November.  
 
149.4 Working Group 
 

The Parish Council was invited to consider appointing a working group to discuss detailed 
matters associated with operation of the community hall. 
 
RESOLVED:  That this matter be re-considered after Nantwich Town Council had made a 
decision in respect of operation of the community hall.  
 

150 NEIGHBOURHOOD PLANNING  
 

150.1 General 
159.2 Preparation of Neighbourhood Plan (Item requested by Councillor K Nord) 
 
These two items were discussed together.  
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At the Parish Council annual meeting held on 3 May 2012, initial consideration had been 
given to a proposal to prepare a Neighbourhood Plan.  At that time, the Nantwich Town 
Strategy was being developed in partnership with neighbouring parish councils, and Members 
took the view that a Neighbourhood Plan would duplicate the work being undertaken.  
 

The issue of neighbourhood planning had come to the fore in recent weeks, following a 
presentation by Nick Boles (Minister for Planning) early in October when he addressed local 
parish councils.   
 

A copy of the “Quick Guide to Neighbourhood Plans” published by www.locality.org.uk was 
submitted. 

 

 Councillor Nord had requested the inclusion of this item on the agenda to invite Members to 
consider preparing a Neighbourhood Plan which would ensure that the Parish Council had in 
place a robust policy document. Information he had forwarded to Members under separate 
cover indicated that central government offered incentives to local authorities (at Borough and 
County and Unitary level) to allow developments to proceed even though these might be 
perceived as unsustainable or inappropriate by the local electorate.  
 

Having reviewed the documentation, Councillor Nord’s view now was that the preparation of a 
Neighbourhood Plan would be a lengthy process and would be subject to formal examination 
and a referendum, and would need to be included in the CEC Local Development Plan.  It 
was understood that the Tattenhall Neighbourhood Plan (which had been referenced in e-
mails to Members) was now being formally challenged.   
 

In view of the above, it was agreed that no action should be taken at this time to prepare a 
Neighbourhood Plan. 
 
RESOLVED: That no action be taken to prepare a Neighbourhood Plan.  

 
151 PLANNING APPLICATIONS 
  

151.1 The Parish Council was invited to comment on the following planning applications: 
 

13/4075N Co-Operative Store, 10 Beechwood Close 
Installation of new freezer unit and canopy to rear yard; re-decoration of 
existing entrance/exit door frames.  
Deadline date for comments:  20 November 2013 
 

13/4405N Greenfields, Newcastle Road, Willaston 
Outline application for redevelopment of Greenfields bungalow and 
garden to form four detached houses. 
(Resubmission of 13/1718N) 
Deadline for comments: 20 November 2013 
 

13/4328N Southlands, Wybunbury Lane 
Demolish existing flat-roofed porch and erect two-storey front extension 
Deadline for comments: 13 November 2013 

 

RESOLVED: (a) That no observations be made on planning applications Nos. 13/4075N and 
13/4328N; and 
 

 (b) That the Planning Authority be reminded to ensure that on planning application No. 
13/4405N materials used should be in keeping with neighbouring properties.  

 
152 FINANCE AND GRANTS COMMITTEE 
 

 Councillors S Clough, S Gwinn-Freemantle, J Hillman and K Nord comprised the membership 
of the Finance and Grants Committee. The next meeting was 21 November 2013 and one 
Member had already tendered apologies.   

 

http://www.locality.org.uk/
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The quorum was three, but it was suggested that a substitute be appointed in the event of 
any other Member being unable to attend the meeting.  
 

RESOLVED: That Councillors J Davenport and M Malbon be appointed as substitutes on the 
Finance and Grants Committee.  

 
153 FINANCIAL MATTERS 
  

153.1 Authorisation of Payments 
 

 RESOLVED: That the following payments be approved:  
 

 £105.40 HM Revenue and Customs – Tax on Clerk’s salary 
£30.00  ChALC – Social Media Training (Councillor J Hillman) 
£48.00  CVS Cheshire East – fee for payroll service (Oct 13 – March 14) 
£26.07  Carol Jones – purchase of cleaning equipment and supplies for interim  
  clean of community hall.  

 £224.00 Ms M Benson Cleaning of the Community Hall – 3 hours a week  
for 4 weeks.   
£10 per hour cleaning = £30 per week    £120.00 
50P per mile mileage: Alsager to Stapeley return  
@ 26 miles x two journeys a week = £26 per week  £104.00 
(Note: Ms Benson has purchased additional cleaning materials and will also 
need to be reimbursed for this expenditure.) 

£379.80 Hindhaugh Associates – additional work associated with the Muller Homes 
planning applications, comprising preparation of an addendum for submission 
to the Planning Inspectorate and attendance with the Clerk and Chairman at 
the Legal Adviser’s office to discuss instructing a barrister.  

 £250.00 Johnsons Printers – printing of newsletter 
 £216.00 Fusion Logisitics – delivery of newsletter 

£92.36  Scottish Power – unmetered electricity for the period 31 July 2013 –  
  30 September 2013. (£87.96 net and £4.40 VAT) 

  
 153.2 Receipts and Payments Statement – Quarter ended 30 September 2013 
  Budgeting Monitoring Statement for the same period 
 

 The Parish Council received the following documents: 
 

(i) Receipts and Payments Statement for the period 1 April 2013-30 September 2013 
(ii) Budget monitoring statement for the same period and revised estimates to 31 March 2014. 
(iii) Detailed breakdown showing income from the community hall. 

 
In presenting the Receipts and Payments statement, the Clerk reported that the accounts 
had not balanced; there was a figure of £103.34 which appeared to be additional funds 
held by the Parish Council. 
 

Councillor Clough, who was an auditor, would be reviewing all the accounts documentation 
and a further report would be submitted either to the Finance and Grants Committee, or the 
December meeting of the Parish Council.  
 

154 LAND AT TALBOT WAY 
 

 154.1 Councillor Hillman had sent a report under separate cover. The Clerk undertook to 
check the situation in respect of repair/replacement of the sets on the lawned area. 

 

 154.2 Fencing  
 

 As previously reported, the fencing at Talbot Way (conservation area) had become unsafe 
and required either repair or replacement. Several months earlier, the Clerk had started the 
process of seeking quotations for reinstatement of the fencing, but this was suspended when 
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the Parish Council was informed that United Utilities (UU) was carrying out emergency sewer 
work in the area.   

 

 It was reported that the work was now complete and United Utilities had erected heras 
fencing (temporary fencing) together with special netting to avoid Great Crested Newts from 
leaving the area.  UU Engineers would return to the site to remove the temporary fencing 
when the Parish Council had appointed a contractor to replace the fencing.  

 

 James Thompson (Greenspaces) who managed the conservation area, had submitted a 
quotation for repair of the fencing but as it had been removed completely (the panels were 
rotten), the Clerk had asked him to re-submit.   

 

As this was a wildlife area and would need specialist care to avoid injury to, and movement of, 
wildlife during repair (notably Great Crested Newts), the Parish Council was invited to 
consider – 

 

(a) If Financial Regulations should be waived on this occasion to allow James Thompson to 
carry out the work [in accordance with Regulation 11 (ii) ]; or 

(b) If further quotations should be sought.  
 

Members considered that the work involved was not so specialised as to justify a departure 
from the financial regulations.   
 

RESOLVED: That the Clerk obtain three quotations for the replacement of the fencing at 
Talbot Way conservation area.  

 
155 COMMUNITY CAROLS – 10 DECEMBER 2013 (6.30 PM) – COMMUNITY HALL 
 

 The Parish Council was informed of the proposed arrangements for the Community Carols 
event to be held on 10 December at the Community Hall. Details were noted: 

 

 Peter Groves was supplying mulled wine and vol-aux-vents.  
 

 Savoury platters and fruit drinks would also be provided. 
 

 Posters would be displayed on notice-boards and the website. The local primary 
schools and Brine Leas would be informed of the event. 

 

 Carol sheets from the previous year would be used again. 
 

 There were no issues regarding Performing Rights Licences. 
 

 An ensemble of Nantwich and District Band would provide music and Nantwich 
Voices choir would back the singing. 

 

 Weather permitting, the Carols event would be held outside the hall.  
 
RESOLVED: That the arrangements for the Community Carols event be approved.  
 

156 REPORT OF MEMBERS APPOINTED TO OUTSIDE BODIES 
 

Members appointed to outside bodies were invited to report on any recent meetings.  
 

Councillor Davenport reported on SPAG (Parish Plan Implementation Group) activities. A 
suggestion had been made that a defibrillator be purchased for the parish, possibly by the 
Parish Council. 
 

The Clerk undertook to agenda this for the next meeting and would invite a representative 
from North-West Ambulance Trust to attend a meeting to outline the benefits of automated 
defibrillation. 
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157 CORRESPONDENCE 
 

 The following items of correspondence had been received. 
 

 Cheshire East Council   

o Social isolation events – 8 November (Nantwich) and  
15 November (Macclesfield) 

o Cheshire East Highways Nantwich LAP reports 
o Partnership Newsletter: Articles requested by 17 December  
   

 Cheshire Association of Local Councils 

o October newsletter 
 

 CVS Cheshire East 
o AstraZeneca was working with CVS to distribute toys and gifts to families in need 

across Cheshire East this Christmas.  It was expected that 1600 gifts would be 
donated and organisations were invited to apply for the gifts which must be 
collected from Crewe on Thursday, 19 December between 12 noon and 4 pm. 

o October e-bulletin 
o Training and events update October 
 

158 PUBLIC QUESTION TIME  
 

 A member of the public raised issues about two items on the agenda on which decisions had 
already been taken, viz: 
 

 Neighbourhood Planning 

 Muller Group Homes planning applications 
 

The Clerk advised that as a decision had been taken on Neighbourhood Planning, the matter 
had been disposed of and could not be reversed (in accordance with Standing Orders) for a 
period of six months unless requested by written notice signed by three parish councillors.   
 

159 SHARED ITEMS 
 

 Parish Councillors were invited to share information or request the inclusion of items on the 
agenda for the next meeting.   

 

(a) Councillor M Malbon requested the inclusion of an item on the December agenda.  
 

“To consider the resident’s offer of advice on Neighbourhood Planning and 
the Muller Homes planning applications”. 
 

Following further discussion about a method by which the resident’s opinion/views could be 
received by the Parish Council, some Members agreed to meet separately with the resident to 
discuss the Muller Homes planning applications.1  
 

(b) A Member raised the issue of overgrown hedges on Peter de Stapleigh Way.  
 

160 DATE OF NEXT MEETING 
 

5 December 2013 
 
161 EXCLUSION OF PRESS AND PUBLIC 
 

 RESOLVED: That, in accordance with Paragraph 1 (2) of The Public Bodies (Admission to 
Meetings) Act 1960, the press and public be excluded from the meeting during consideration 
of the following items owing to the confidential nature of the business to be transacted and the 
public interest would not be served in disclosing that information.  

                                            
1 Councillor Malbon’s request for an item was deemed as withdrawn following the agreement in the subsequent paragraph.  
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PART 2 
 
162  COMMUNITY HALL  
 

 162.1 Cleaning Contract 
 

 Members had been informed of the problems associated with the cleaning contract. The 
contractor had given notice, with immediate effect, on Monday, 7 October.  The Clerk had 
employed a staff member from Pear Tree School, as an emergency measure and she 
cleaned the hall for a four week period, during which, the Clerk sought quotations for the 
cleaning contract.  

 

Three quotations were submitted for consideration.  
 

RESOLVED: (a) That the quotation submitted by Crystal Clean, Crewe be accepted;  
 

(b) That the contract commence on Monday, 11 November 2013; and 
 

 (c) That the contract be reviewed one month after commencement.  
 

 Reason for exclusion: 
 This item related to the commercial interests of other than the Parish Council and the 

contractors themselves would not wish their terms to be made public. Disclosure of the 
identities of the companies involved was not in the public interest.  

 

162.2 Renewal of Lease 
 

 The Parish Council was invited to consider any issues associated with renewal of the lease 
with Cheshire East Council, and was also asked to confirm the signatories to the new lease.  
 

RESOLVED: That Councillors K Nord and R Samra be re-appointed to sign the new lease 
with Cheshire East Council to operate the community hall for a two-year period with effect 
from 24 November 2013. 
 
Reason for exclusion: 
The matters to be considered related to contractual arrangements between the Parish Council 
and the Borough Council and advice received from the Legal Adviser and as such were 
legally privileged. 

 

 
 
 
 

 
 

………………………………………Chairman  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The meeting commenced at 7.30 pm and concluded at 10.50 pm  

 
 


